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By Jeremiah O’Leary 

' Wuhln^ton SurSuff WriUr i t 

For 1 ,177. days, a Soviet defector 
who claimed to have knowledge of se- 
cret Hus?lan files on Lee Harvey Os- 
wald was kept In solitary confine-; 
ment under Intense psychological 
and physical pressure and repeatedly 
questioned, by the CIA because a few 
agency officials believed he still was 
working for the KGB. the Russian 
intelligence service . 7 ; ’ "v ,; 

Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, the defec- 
tor, ‘ was confined from April 1964 
’.until the end of 1967, a House panel 
Investigating the ^assassination of 




President Joht) F. Kennedy yas told 
yesterday; $, it \ . 

ressurt 



As part 0 
CIA: 




ess|r|^ctjcs, 



the 



THE ISOLATION was so complete 
that Nosenko eventually began^tt) 
hallucinate. : . 4 ^, f .v, 

Noscnko's . confi ne 15a pn t w $$ v ’ 




f>t ffosehko on a diet'of weak tea,;-. carried out on no more authority- 
macaroni and ■ j'i than! a conferehbe-}betweent;ClA : ; ; 

• Forbade his guards to'sbeak tb him - Director Richard Helms and Deputy . 
or even smile/ T ‘ i ' ■■K'-'f'fe- V f Attorney General Nicholas DeB. Kat- 

• Gave him nothing to read.':;! ;■ ?enbach. He was released more than 

•Foiled his attempts . to make a . three years later on orders of Helm?, 
chess set and a cpl^ndar bpm lipt by,[; ;e'The story of what members of Con; 
sweeping his cell, .?•: gres? called an abominable ebjsode 

• Kept'a 60-watt. bulb’ljurnirii In his fK was disclosed In surprise testimony;' 

room around the clock, ; , }#$yesterday before the Hopse 5 Assays j; ; 
'• Kept' him 'undef'itSt'hour. /visual “/nations Committee by a CIA-'cepre-j' 
watch by his CIA guards/ 7 *** ' contoti,™ i n i n ii m » n ju,.t ! 



sentative, John LimondHart. 



-w- 






.Nosenko was co n f 1 n ed lo F w h at ' t h'er f 
CIA calls “hostile interrogation;/! bu| ■ 
ijiif ‘ name appears /nowhereS-m? thpi* 
barren Commission ReporViOpthei 
assassination'lpf/flresldent John ■ F, ; 
Kennedy, His ca^e.is mentioned In 
short reference ' to a detainment; 
withput names;; in the Rockefeller 
.Commission report on CIA abuses. 

; Hart, a retired CIA officer recalled 
by CIA Director Stansfield Turner to 
investigate the Nosenko. case, horrid 
fied members of the'Oommittee and 
the audience with his account of what 
happened to Nosenko, . ; 











Nosenko was a' ‘‘disinformation '* ^ 

agent", was held by the man who was 

(DCSB) and by the chief of counter- k.jljHlji K 
intelligence. He did not name these 
officials, who are no longer in the 
employ of the CIA, but the counter* 

Intelligence director was James C. 

Angleton. who later retired. 
ffartrqad some notes apparently 

written by the DCSB as memos to : Mw 

Himself. One of these, , which Hart 
«aid was in the official's handwriting, 

said.VtTo' gain more Insight ' into :i; ; ' Yffl ! Y JBIMM 

points of detail whiph could be U|^d 

^*^^~r r aee ■ ' jiSaSaar^ 

j* . . . . . v - Continued FiMip A-l |^fj os dnkoi was : important ; to the inyosti- 

to faprioatCi on- ostensible .. Nosepjto tertloftAM' Oswald because (‘the Ru"ss*an. 
confession. A confession, Insofar , es 'We said Ke had^een the KGB file on Oswald; 
•qpuld make one consistent and believable ,4ftd s ji)tfi<i’i(t indicated the KGB had no in-v 
st° Soviets, would be useful in any s (^r est in t fif0 former Marine radarmaiy. 
eventual disposal of Nosenko.’ \ 1 > 

^ Another document, again in ^ the, ;f Q ’r a-tptal’ pf eight hours. Members said 
DCSB’s handwriting, referred to.prdb* Ije^id^riot'givd' as .graphic an account of 
fpms that wpuld be caused by an order hiS CIA 1 imprisonment as Hart did. , , 
ffrom Helms to wind up the Nosenko y^ vjY- ; , Y yy' . -yy •.. ■ 

interrogation 1 , this document read : 1 - ;/ > A NOSENKO IS NO\V a a'dvlser on Soviet 
'‘ "To liquidate and. insofar ap possible, intelligence tO the CIA f ahd FBI at a sal- 



clean up traces . . , implicating CIA fop 
illegally holding Nosenko. Liquidate the 
,p;an. Render him incapable of* giving 
■coherent story ‘ (speciaL dose Of drug, 
etc). Possible commitment to looney bid, 
[Committment to looney bin without mak- 
ing him nuts.*,’. 

*- REP. CHRISTOPHER DODD, D-Conm 

a?ked incredulously, “Are any of these 
characters still kicking around Athd 
-agency now, or are they fired?" j ■ Y ■ 
"There is only one persoh at ,th(f 
agency whose actions ][ could question, 
jflartsaid. Y Y 

jiM'Is it DCSB?" Dodd asked, ' ' , 
-V-i'Nb sir, he's gone," the witness 
Replied. ; 

i: Hart said Helms was not fully in- 
formed about what what happening to 
Nosenko. Hart said He drew that concltf- 
sjon from looking at thousands of docii- 
.iijents at CIA headquarters and noting 
•fhat references to Nosenko were with 
[KOCdt in thelgfnost harrqless form,. YYi 



pry of $35,325 a yepr,;Ife has been given a 
pew identity and; after his threij-year or- 
deal ended;! he, received, more than 
$150,000 in back salary'and funds to make 
a dow.n-paym^ht.pn p |ipu.se. , v: 

/.The ! cofnmitteq -became interested in 
Not:eokoioecpuseih0>as the only known 
joVlb|' deffCtdr with information about 
O s wa IdA and the [ mistreatment of 
Nosenko . Was;: discovered when effprts 

S ere riiadp fmcheck his credibility about 
swald grid any possible contact with the 
KGB. :/ :y ( ’ \ ' 

'•i-. Hart' laid Nosenko defected to the CIA 
fn Geneva in February 1904, but he had 
first contacted fhe Americans there two 
years before. • ^ / A 

.Some of.thehumari factors contribute 
ing to the' mishandlihg' were listed by 
iHartas: '•■mv--.--. Y . ' - 

r Nosenko/ was often quite tfrurtk in his 
‘early discussions with the ClA in Geneva 
spnd continued to . drink throughout 
- cland estine qtgtjngs there. ;; . ... , 



• Two CIA officials were sent from 
Washington to talk to the would-be defec- 
tor. One was fluent in. Russian but the 
other, who knew only some Russian, took 
qll the notes. Errors and misunderstand- 
ings resulted,; ,'Y! - A 

f A previous Soviet defectoiv‘ y¥|p fla$ 

cplled “Xl^and has bepn diagnosed as a 
paranoid who was jealous of other defec- 
.tors, became a problem' because he cpnie’ 
to be regarded as if he Was a CIA official. 
Hart noted, that X, who once insisted he 
would deal only with tho presldent pf the 
United States and no one loWer, was 
given access to all tapes and transcripts 
about Nosenko and Was even permitted 
to propose questions for Nosenko to an-' 
swer. : ' : ; : “ ]■; 4 ;;•[ 

i IN FACT, Hart said, Nosenjto provided 
the CIA with highly Useful information. It 
was Nosenko 1 who informed the United 
States' that its embassy in Mosqow wajfi 
bugged. Nosenko also furnished U\e; 
names of KGB agents Working In the'; 
United States and gave information tha^ 
led to the arrest , of an important KGB 
official in ^ Western nationij, ■ 

HarCsaid the sma|I group of men run- 
ning thq Nosenko case were convinced 
that he was part of gplot outlined by X, 
so horrendous ti plot that only a few per*, 
sons at CIA headquarters were told of ft; 

< When Nosenko arrived |n the United 
Statees, he at first was treated well be- 
cause DCSB thought he “had caught the 
biggest fish of his life.'' 

The FBI had access to him until April 
1964 but never after (hat until his release. 
Here another human factor arose. FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover was highly 
interested' in Nosenko's information 
about Oswald, but the CIA officers in- 
volved did not think tjve information was 
valid. 

Instead o( pressing op with the Oswald 
investigation, the agency officials in- 
volved yov(ed to “br^ak him," Hart said, 
so Nosenko would confess he was still 
udder KGB control., ; , , 

NOSENKO BY THIS time was drink- 
ing around the clock, Hart testified,! al- 
though he remained cooperative. And iti 
was then that another Sbviet defector; 
working for CIA noted 150 discrepancies 
in some Nosenko debriefing transcripts. 

He passed these discrepancies along, to 

I ' Y., Y 



A The determination to break Nosenk( 
became so strong that it finally was de 
cided to use the same tactics on him tha 
the Russians had used on an Americaf 
named Dr. Frederick Barghorn, Han 
said. ■ 

Nosenko was taken to the Washington 
:area' safe house and isolated in the sinal; 
room with a boarded up window. He was 
ordered up at' 6 a.ni. and sent to bed at If 
p.m. and was forbiddab tp lie on the bed 
.in the davtime. Once when he was caught 
Reading information on a toothpaste box. 
In desperation at having nothing to read, 

. Jbe guards confiscated the box, 

■‘• He was interrogated on 292 days of the 
J.277 He was confined. Hart said that 77 
■percent of the time Nosenko was left 
unoccupied with nothing to read and no 
one to talk to or hear. 

; "THE JUSTIFICATION for not deal- 
ing with Nosenko. yyas that lack of any 
contact would put additional pressure on 
|>im ,tn ephfess," Said Hart. "‘This was 
eventually surfaced in a memo to the 
^director which stated that the interval 
wpuld enable him to ponder/’’ 
f The eventual conclusion of the medical 
'officer was that he. was feigning halluci- 
options, ^ut evidence; collected by the 
Russians shows thijit loiig 1 isolation does 
produce haliucihatkms, U ^ ■ 

■ Nosenko later was moved to a steel 
vault, about 12 by 12 feet, surrounded by 
a house specially built f° r his guards. In- 
formed sources sd id this second prison 
may have been aa a military base, aind 
that Nosenko said lie was bliiulfolded and 
flown there from, Wa shington. Hurt sa id - 
the structure was quite expensive. 

There, he was’ treated exactly as be- 
fore: kept isolated. , s 

Helms finally /got impatient with the 
amount of time {being spent on the case 
and on Aug. 23,/ 1966, set a 60-day dead- 
line, eventually extended until the end of' 
the year, for gutting results or freeing 
Nosenko. ; 'f - . j . i. '• A ; , i J ‘ ' ’ 

i > HART SAID; THIS set off a period of 
frenetic activity because the people han- 
dling Nosenko, couldn't prove his guilt un- 
less they fQok additional measures. They 
suggested In .'September that 1 he be giyep' 
60 dl dWf:a«ayt<|I f gut Hel mg rejected . tnq&f 




Instead Nc&enko underwent a second 
series of polygraph tests over a period of 
several days in which he was strapped to 
the detection device for a total of 28 hours? 
and 29 minutes. Hart said it was discov^ 
ered that Nosenko was left strapped in 1 
the chair during the interrogators' lunch 
breaks* 

It was at this point, shortly before his 
release, that DCSB began', writing 
memos to himself about means of dispos- 
ing of Nosenko. 

The committee tried td stick to ; the, 
question of what Nosenko knew about Os- 
wald whetfi the ex-Marine lived in Minsk, 
but members kept returning in shocked 
fascjnathDin to the CIA treatment of the 
defector* - ; 




